
STRETCH ENERGY CODE 
Thursday October 9, 2025



Massachusetts Stretch Energy Code



Massachusetts Stretch Energy Code

▪ In 2009, Massachusetts adopted the “Stretch Code" to provide a more energy efficient alternative to 
the Base Energy Code for new buildings

▪ The Stretch Energy Code is applicable to the relevant sections of the building code for both new 
construction and existing buildings

▪ The Stretch code is published and maintained by the Department of Energy Resources



Massachusetts Stretch Energy Code

▪ 300 out of 351 Massachusetts cities and towns have adopted the Massachusetts Stretch Code (as of 
January 2023) 

▪ The Town of Barnstable has not adopted the Massachusetts Stretch Code to date 



Green Communities



Green Communities

▪ 297 out of 351 Massachusetts cities and towns are currently “Green Communities”





Green Communities: Criteria

▪ To become a Designated Green Community the Town must complete (5) criteria defined by the State













Green Communities: Benefits

The State lists the following as benefits of becoming a Designated Green Community: 

▪ Reduced municipal energy costs
▪ Access to grants for clean affordable and resilient energy projects 
▪ Reduced greenhouse gas emissions
▪ Promote energy-efficient building construction that drives the market for better built homes



Town of Barnstable
Proposed Stretch Code Zoning Amendment





General Differences 
Between the Base & Stretch Code



Infrastructure & Energy Committee

▪ March 20, 2025: Town Council Workshop on Stretch Code and Potential Green Communities 
Designation 



Shall the Town of Barnstable Adopt 
the Stretch Code?
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